
Short and Sweet 
or Scary or Thoughtful or Funny or Insightful or Twisty or… 

 

Haven't read short stories since you were in school? Looking for something to read in one 

sitting? Just love short stories? Try some of these contemporary short-story authors! 
 

 

Osama Alomar 

The Teeth of the Comb and Other Stories  

 

Jeffrey Archer 

Tell Tale  

Cat o’ Nine Tales and Other Stories  

To Cut a Long Story Short  

Twelve Red Herrings  

A Twist in the Tale  

 

T. Coraghesson (T.C.) Boyle 

The Relive Box  

Wild Child  

Tooth and Claw  

After the Plague  

Without a Hero  

 

Helen Dewitt 

Some Trick  

 

Jeffrey Eugenides 

Fresh Complaint  

 

Joshua Ferris 

The Dinner Party and Other Stories  

 

Roxane Gay 

Ayiti  

Difficult Women  

 

Lauren Groff 

Florida  

 

Samantha Hunt 

The Dark Dark  

 

 

Denis Johnson 

The Largesse of the Sea Maiden  

 

Thomas McGuane 

Cloudbursts  

Crow Fair  

 

Mary Miller 

Always Happy Hour  

 

Ottessa Moshfegh 

Homesick for Another World  

 

Haruki Murakami 

Men without Women  

Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman  

After the Quake  

The Elephant Vanishes  

 

James McBride 

Five-Carat Soul  

 

Charles Johnson 

Night Hawks  

Dr. King's Refrigerator and Other Bedtime 

Stories  

Soulcatcher and Other Stories  

 

Daisy Johnson 

Fen  

 

Josip Novakovich 

Heritage of Smoke  

  



Penelope Lively 

The Purple Swamp Hen and Other Stories  

The Five Thousand and One Nights  

Pack of Cards and Other Stories  

 

Carmen Maria Machado 

Her Body and Other Parties  

 

Viet Thanh Nguyen 

The Refugees  

 

Joyce Carol Oates 

Beautiful Days  

Night-Gaunts and Other Tales of Suspense  

Dis Mem Ber and Other Tales of Mystery and 

Suspense  

The Doll-Master and Other Tales of Terror  

Lovely, Dark, Deep  

High Crime Area  

...and many more! Oates is one of our most 

prolific short story authors. 

 

Richard Russo 

Trajectory  

Interventions  

The Whore's Child  

 

Anjali Sachdeva 

All the Names They Used for God  

 

Christine Schutt 

Pure Hollywood and Other Stories  

 

Jim Shepard 

The World to Come  

You Think That's Bad  

Like You'd Understand, Anyway  

Love & Hydrogen  

 

 

Lionel Shriver 

Property  

 

Jen Silverman 

The Island Dwellers  

 

Helen Simpson 

Cockfosters  

In-Flight Entertainment  

In the Driver's Seat  

 

Mary Sojourner 

The Talker  

 

Elizabeth Strout 

Anything Is Possible  

Olive Kitteridge  

 

Kanishk Tharoor 

Swimmer among the Stars  
 

William Trevor 

Last Stories  

Selected Stories  

Cheating at Canasta  

A Bit on the Side  

The Hill Bachelors  

...and more! 

 

Ayelet Tsabari 

The Best Place on Earth  

 

Samrat Upadhyay 

Mad Country  

The Royal Ghosts  

Arresting God in Kathmandu  

 

John Edgar Wideman 

American Histories  

God's Gym  

 

For short story collections by multiple authors, browse the nonfiction location 808.31. The 

selection includes annual collections like The O. Henry Prize Stories, The Pushcart Prize, and The 

Year’s Best Science Fiction, as well as edited collections on a wide variety of genres and topics. 


