
Riveting 

Sixth Grade Books 

 

 

 

The following books can be found under the author’s last name in the “JY” section unless otherwise noted.  

Many of these titles address the issues of adolescence and are for mature readers.  

 

Adventure & Survival 
 

J Behrens, Rebecca The Disaster Days. 

 Bodeen, S.A. The Raft.  

J Brumbach, Andrew The Eye of Midnight. 

J Creech, Sharon Ruby Holler.  

 Dragt, Tonke The Letter for the King. 

 Gemeinhart, Dan Scar Island. 

J George, Jean Craighead Julie of the Wolves.  

J Gratz, Alan Refugee. 

J Higgins, Simon Rise of the Ninja. 

 Hobbs, Will Take Me to the River. 

J Kehret, Peg Escaping the Giant Wave.   

 Key, Watt Beast: Face-to-Face with the Florida Bigfoot. 

 King, Wesley A World Below. 

J Korman, Gordon Shipwreck.  

 Lawrence, Iain The Skeleton Tree. 

 Miller, Kirsten Kiki Strike: Inside the Shadow City.  

 Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Going Where It’s Dark. 

J Northrop, Michael Surrounded by Sharks. 

J O’Dell, Scott Island of the Blue Dolphins.  

 Paulsen, Gary Hatchet.  

 Pearson, Ridley Steel Trapp: The Academy. 

 Rorby, Ginny Lost in the River of Grass.  

JY GRAPHIC NOVEL Schweizer, Chris Crogan’s Vengeance.  

 Smith Roland Peak.  

J Stevenson, Robert Louis Treasure Island.  

 Voigt, Cynthia Homecoming.   

 

Animal Stories 
 

J Agnew, Sheila Evie Brooks Is Marooned in Manhattan.  

 Blacker,Terence Racing Manhattan. 

J Connor, Leslie A Home for Goddesses and Dogs. 

J Gipson, Fred Old Yeller.  

J Griffin, Paul When Friendship Followed Me Home. 

J Grinti, Mike Claws. 

 Houck, Colleen Tiger’s Curse. 

J 636.7 H843 Houston, Dick Bulu: African Wonder Dog. 

 



J Keating, Jess How to Outrun a Crocodile When Your Shoes Are  

    Untied. 

J Kelly, Jacqueline The Curious World of Calpurnia Tate.  

 Körner, Miriam Qaqavii: a Novel. 

J Morey, Walt Gentle Ben. 

 Oppel, Kenneth Half Brother. 

J B P332m Paulsen, Gary My Life in Dog Years. 

J Rawls, Wilson Where the Red Fern Grows: The Story of Two Dogs  

    and a Boy. 

 Reisfeld, Randi What the Dog Said. 

 Salisbury, Graham Banjo. 

J Schoenbohm, Ann Rising Above Shepherdsville. 

 Schrefer, Eliot Rescued.  

 

Biographies & Memoirs 

 

J B Ac17 Acevedo, Sylvia Path to the Stars: My Journey from Girl Scout to  

    Rocket Scientist. 

JY B AL 39 Alifirenka, Cailtin I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter  

    Changed Two Lives.  

J 599.67 An62 Anthony, Lawrence The Elephant Whisperer: My Life with the Herd in  

    The African Wild. 

J 998 Sh52a Armstrong, Jennifer Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World: The  

    Extraordinary True Story of Shackleton & the  

    Endurance. 

J B T991b  Bartoletti, Susan Campbell Terrible Typhoid Mary: A True Story of the  

    Deadliest Cook in America. 

J B H836f Fleischman, Sid Escape!  The Story of the Great Houdini  

J 362.4 H715 Hoge, Robert Ugly. 

J 510.92 J67 Johnson, Katherine G. Reaching for the Moon: The Autobiography of  

    NASA Mathematician Katherine Johnson. 

J B K15 Kamkwamba, William The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind. 

J B K26a Kehret, Peg Animals Welcome: A Life of Reading, Writing and  

    Rescue.  

J B K29La Lawlor, Laurie Helen Keller: Rebellious Spirit.  

J B L536 Lekuton, Joseph Facing the Lion: Growing up Maasai on the African  

    Savanna.  

J B L917 Lowery, Lynda Blackmon Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom: My Story of  

    the 1965 Selma Voting Rights March. 

J B G753m Montgomery, Sy Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who Loved Cows  

    Embraced Autism and Changed the World. 

J B B661n Noyes, Deborah Ten Days a Madwoman: The Daring Life and  

    Turbulent Times of the Original "Girl" Reporter  

    Nellie Bly.  

J B P528 Pfetzer, Mark Within Reach: My Everest Story 

J B R763 Romero, Jordan No Summit Out of Sight: The True Story of the 

    Youngest Person to Climb the Seven Summits. 

J B W756 Swaby, Rachel Mighty Moe: The True Story of a Thirteen-year-old  

    Women’s Running Revolutionary. 

 



J 952.02 T951 Turner, Pamela S. Samurai Rising: The Epic Life of Minamoto  

    Yoshitsune. 

 

Fantasy 

 

J Almond, David Skellig.  

J Barron, T.A. The Lost Years of Merlin.  

J Calejo, Ryan Charlie Hernández & the League of Shadows. 

 Chainani, Soman The School for Good and Evil. 

 Chima, Cinda Williams The Warrior Heir. 

J Colfer, Eoin Artemis Fowl 

 Delaney, Joseph Revenge of the Witch.  

 Elliott, Joseph The Good Hawk. 

J Flanagan, John The Ruins of Gorlan.   

 Gidwitz, Adam A Tale Dark and Grimm. 

 Grove, S.E. The Glass Sentence.   

 Hardinge, Frances Deeplight. 

 Jinks, Catherine Evil Genius.  

 Jones, Diana Wynne Dark Lord of Derkholm.  

J Kelly, Erin Entrada Lalani of the Distant Sea. 

 Lennon, Thomas Ronan Boyle and the Bridge of Riddles. 

J Levine, Gail Carson Ella Enchanted.  

 MacHale, D. J. The Merchant of Death.  

 Marsh, Katherine The Night Tourist.  

 Mbalia, Kwame Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky. 

 Meyer, Marissa Renegades. 

 Nielsen, Jennifer A. The Traitor’s Game. 

J Oppel, Kenneth Airborn.  

 Pierce, Tamora Wild Magic.  

 Pullman, Philip The Golden Compass.  

J Riordan, Rick The Sword of Summer. 

 Ryan, Pam Muñoz Echo. 

Shan, Darren Cirque du Freak: A Living Nightmare.   

 Skye, Orbert Wizard for Hire: Apprentice Needed. 

J Ursu, Anne The Shadow Thieves.  

 Westerfeld, Scott Leviathan.   

 

Graphic Novels & Manga 
 

 Bell, Cece El Deafo. 

J Brosgol, Vera Be Prepared. 

 Cabot, Meg Black Canary Ignite. 

 Chmakova, Svetlana Awkward. 

J 612.661 C798 Corinna, Heather Wait, What? A Comic Book Guide to Relationships,  

    Bodies, and Growing Up. 

J Craft, Jerry New Kid. 

 Hale, Nathan One Dead Spy. 

 Hicks, Faith Erin The Nameless City. 

 Jamieson, Victoria Roller Girl. 

 Johnson, Cathy G. The Breakaways. 



 Kuwata, Jiro Batmanga. 

J Libenson, Terri Just Jaime. 

 Muth, Jon Stanislaw Lem’s the Seventh Voyage. 

 One One-Punch Man. 

J Searle, Sarah Winifred Sincerely, Harriet. 

 Stevenson, Noelle Lumberjanes: Beware the Kitten Holy. 

 Telgemeier, Raina Smile. 

 TenNapel, Doug Cardboard. 

 Walz, Jason Last Pick. 

 

Historical Fiction 
 

 Anderson, Laurie Halse Fever, 1793.  

J Atkins, Jeannine Finding Wonders: Three Girls Who Changed  

    Science.  

 Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker Jefferson’s Sons: A Founding Father’s Secret  

    Children.   

 Bruchac, Joseph Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of  

    World War Two.  

 Dragt, Tonke The Letter for the King. 

 Dublin, Anne A Cage without Bars. 

 Dumas, Firoozeh It Ain’t So Awful, Falafel.  

 Fitzmaurice, Kathryn A Diamond in the Desert.  

 Hiranandani, Veera The Night Diary. 

 Hughes, Shirley Hero on a Bicycle. 

J Kadohata, Cynthia A Place to Belong. 

 Lane, Andrew Death Cloud. 

 Meyer, L. A. Bloody Jack: Being an Account of the Curious  

    Adventures of Mary "Jacky" Faber, Ship's Boy.  

J Mone, Gregory Dangerous Waters:  An Adventure on Titanic.  

J Nielsen, Jennifer Words on Fire. 

 Orr, Wendy Swallow’s Dance. 

 Park, Linda Sue Prairie Lotus. 

J Philbrick, W.R. The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg.  

J Rose, Caroline Starr May B: A Novel. 

J Ryan, Pam Muñoz Esperanza Rising. 

 Shepherd, Gail The True History of Lyndie B. Hawkins.  

 Speare, Elizabeth George The Witch of Blackbird Pond.  

J Taylor, Mildred D. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.  

 Timberlake, Amy One Came Home. 

J Vawter, Vince Paperboy.  

 Wiles, Deborah Revolution 

J Yelchin, Eugene Spy Runner. 

 

Holocaust & Genocide 
 

 Bartoletti, Susan Campbell The Boy Who Dared.  

JY Graphic Novel Billet, Julia Catherine’s War. 

 Boyne, John The Boy in the Striped Pajamas: A Fable.  

 Chapman, Fern Schumer Is It Night or Day? 



J B Su 947g Gold, Alison Leslie A Special Fate : Chiune Sugihara, Hero of the  

    Holocaust.  

 Gratz, Alan Prisoner B-3087. 

J 940.5318 G886 Gruenbaum, Michael Somewhere There Is Still a Sun. 

JY B K453k Kherdian, David The Road from Home: The Story of an Armenian  

    Girl. 

J B L685 Leyson, Leon The Boy on the Wooden Box.  

 Masih, Tara Lynn My Real Name Is Hanna. 

940.5318 M477 Mazzeo, Tilar J. Irena's Children: The Extraordinary Story of the  

    Woman Who Saved 2,500 Children from the  

    Warsaw Ghetto. 

 Moskowitz-Sweet, Gloria It Rained Warm Bread: Moishe Moskowitz’s Story of  

    Hope. 

 Nielsen, Jennifer A. Resistance. 

J Orlev, Uri Run, Boy, Run:  A Novel.  

 Preus, Margi Village of Scoundrels: Based on a True Story of  

    Courage During WWII. 

J 940.5318 P957 Prins, Marcel Hidden Like Anne Frank: Fourteen True Stories  

    of Survival.  

 Skrypuch, Marsha Forchuk Don’t Tell the Nazis. 

 Voigt Kaplan, Jennifer Crushing the Red Flowers. 

 Walters, Eric Broken Strings. 

J Yolen, Jane The Devil’s Arithmetic.  

 

Horror & Ghost Stories 
 

 Alender, Katie Bad Girls Don’t Die.  

J Avi School of the Dead. 

JY Graphic Novel Brosgol, Vera Anya’s Ghost. 

 Cummings, Pat Trace. 

 Gaiman, Neil Coraline. 

J Northrop, Michael Polaris. 

 Oppel, Kenneth The Nest. 

J Rhodes, Jewell Parker Ghost Boys. 

J Ventrella, Kim Bone Hollow. 

 Wooding, Chris Malice. 

 

Humor 

 

 Bell, Cathleen Davitt Little Blog on the Prairie.  

 Benjamin, Ali The Next Great Paulie Fink. 

 Gerhardt, Jake Me & Miranda Mullaly. 

 Korman, Gordon Schooled.  

 Lieb, Josh I Am a Genius of Unspeakable Evil and I Want to be  

    Your Class President.   

J Lubar, David Emperor of the Universe. 

 Matson, Stacey A Year in the Life of a Complete and Total  

    Genius. 

J Mowat, Farley Owls in the Family 

 Patterson, James Dog Diaries. 



J Peck, Richard A Long Way from Chicago: A Novel in Stories. 

JY GRAPHIC NOVEL Stevenson, Noelle Lumberjanes: Beware the Kitten Holy. 

 Tolan, Stephanie S. Surviving the Applewhites.  

 Vrabel, Beth The Humiliations of Pipi McGee. 

 

Immigration & Immigrant Families 
 

 Alvarez, Julia Return to Sender. 

J Bowles, David They Call Me Güero: A Border Kid’s Poems. 

 Burg, Ann All the Broken Pieces: A Novel in Verse. 

 Dumas, Firoozeh It Ain’t So Awful, Falafel. 

 Johnston, Tony The Beast Rider: A Boy’s Journey Beyond the  

    Border. 

 Narsimhan, Mahtab Embrace the Chicken. 

J Salazar, Aida The Moon Within. 

 Senzai, N.H. Shooting Kabul. 

J Torres, Jennifer Stef Soto, Taco Queen. 

 

In Other Lands 
  

J Hobbs, Will Crossing the Wire.  

J Jacobs, Jaco A Good Night for Shooting Zombies. 

 Lai, Thanhha Listen Slowly. 

 Lowitz, Leza Up from the Sea. 

 Marsh, Katherine Nowhere Boy. 

 Nye, Naomi Shihab Habibi.   

 Venkatraman, Padma The Bridge Home. 

 Venkatraman, Padma A Time to Dance. 

J Whelan, Gloria Homeless Bird. 

 

Misfits & Outcasts 
 

 Abbott, Tony Firegirl 

 Bell, Cece El Deafo. 

 Benjamin, Ali The Thing About Jellyfish. 

J Choldenko, Gennifer If a Tree Falls at Lunch Period.  

 Cole, Brock The Goats.  

 Connor, Leslie The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle. 

 Earle, Phil Bubble Wrap Boy. 

J Flanagan, John The Outcasts. 

 Gephart, Donna Lily and Dunkin.  

 Howe, James The Misfits. 

 Koss, Amy The Girls.  

 McAnulty, Stacy The World Ends in April. 

 Norriss, Andrew Friends for Life. 

 Peete, Holly Robinson Same but Different: Teen Life on the Autism  

    Express. 

J Pérez, Celia C. Strange Birds: A Field Guide to Ruffling Feathers. 

 Philbrick, W.Rodman Freak the Mighty.  

 Potter, Ellen Slob.  



 Schmatz, Pat Bluefish. 

J Selfors, Suzanne Wish Upon a Sleepover. 

 Sloan, Holly Goldberg Counting by 7s.  

JY GRAPHIC NOVEL Telgemeier, Raina Smile.  

 

Mysteries & Thrillers 

 

 Abrahams, Peter Down the Rabbit Hole: An Echo Falls Mystery.  

J Avi Something Upstairs: A Tale of Ghosts.  

J Berk, Josh Strike Three, You’re Dead. 

 Crutcher, Chris Losers Bracket. 

 Dionne, Erin Moxie and the Art of Rule Breaking: A 14-Day  

    Mystery. 

J Dorisi-Winget, Dianna A Million Ways Home. 

 Duncan, Lois Don't Look Behind You.  

 Feinstein, John Last Shot: A Final Four Mystery.  

 Hammel, Sara The Underdogs. 

 Henry, April Girl, Stolen. 

 Lane, Andrew Death Cloud. 

J Lawrence, Caroline The Thieves of Ostia: A Roman Mystery.  

 Markell, Denis Click Here to Start.  

 Messner, Kate Chirp. 

J Pearson, Ridley The Initiation. 

J Roberts, Willo Davis The View from the Cherry Tree..  

J Ruby, Laura The Shadow Cipher. 

 Shusterman, Neal The Shadow Club.  

 Weeks, Sarah So B. It:  A Novel.  

 Winerip, Michael Adam Canfield of the Slash.  

J Winters, Ben H. The Secret Life of Ms. Finkleman. 

 

Non-Fiction 
 

J 379.26 B789 Boyce, Jo Ann Allen This Promise of Change: One Girl’s Story in the  

    Fight for School Equality. 

J 920 B813 Bragg, Georgia How They Croaked: The Awful Ends of the  

    Awfully Famous.  

J 658.11 B851 Bridges, Moziah Mo’s Bows: A Young Person’s Guide to Start-up  

    Success: Measure, Cut, Stitch Your Way to a  

    Great Business. 

JY 947.083 F597 Fleming, Candace The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion, & the  

    Fall of Imperial Russia 

J 940.531 W432f Freedman, Russell We Will Not Be Silent: The White Rose Student  

    Resistance Movement That Defied Adolf Hitler.  

J 940.54 H466 Heiligman, Deborah Torpedoed: The True Story of the World War II  

    Sinking of “The Children’s Ship”. 

J 615.9 J379 Jarrow, Gail The Poison Eaters: Fighting Danger and Fraud in Our  

    Food and Drugs. 

J 741.6 K46 Kidd, Chip Go: A Kidd’s Guide to Graphic Design. 

J 612 M117 Macaulay, David The Way We Work: Getting to Know the Amazing  

    Human Body. 



J 641.3 M551 Menzel, Peter What the World Eats. 

J 599.759 M788 Montgomery, Sy Chasing Cheetahs: The Race to Save Africa’s  

    Fastest Cat. 

J 599.67 Oc18 O’Connell, Caitlin The Elephant Scientist.     

J 629.454 Sa21 Sandler, Martin Apollo 8: The Mission That Changed Everything. 

J 355.825119 Sh 54 Sheinkin, Steve Bomb: The Race to Build-and Steal-the World’s  

    Most Dangerous Weapon. 

J 629.13 Sh54 Sheinkin, Steve Born to Fly: The First Women’s Air Race Across  

    America. 

 

Novels in Verse 
 

 Alexander, Kwame The Crossover. 

 Alexander, Kwame Rebound. 

 Baron, Chris All of Me. 

 Bingham, Kelly Shark Girl. 

 Burg, Ann E. All the Broken Pieces: A Novel in Verse.    

J Engle, Margarita Forest World. 

 Grover, Lorie Ann On Pointe.  

 Holt, K.A. House Arrest.   

 Holt, K.A. Knockout. 

J Lai, Thanhha Inside Out & Back Again.   

 Sones, Sonya What My Mother Doesn’t Know.  

 Terry, Ellie Forget Me Not. 

 

School, Family, & Growing Up 
 

J Allen, Kate The Line Tender. 

 Amato, Mary Guitar Notes. 

 Baskin, Nora Raleigh Anything but Typical.   

 Benjamin, Ali The Thing About Jellyfish. 

 Blacker, Terence Boy2Girl. 

 Bloor, Edward Tangerine.  

 Cabot, Meg The Princess Diaries.  

 Dee, Barbara Maybe He Just Likes You. 

 Dionne, Erin The Total Tragedy of a Girl Named Hamlet.  

 Dooley, Sarah Ashes to Asheville. 

 Friend, Natasha Perfect.  

J Gephart, Donna The Paris Project. 

 Gerber, Alyson Braced. 

Gerhardt, Jake Me & Miranda Mullaly: A Novel.  

 Harrington, Karen Mayday. 

 Kent, Rose Rocky Road.   

J Kinney, Jeff Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Greg Heffley's Journal. 

 Knowles,Johanna Where the Heart Is. 

 Korman, Gordon Restart. 

 LaFleur, Suzanne Counting to Perfect. 

J Lord, Cynthia Half a Chance. 

 Mass, Wendy A Mango-Shaped Space: A Novel.  

J Murphy, Julie Dear Sweet Pea. 



 Patterson, James Middle School: The Worst Years of My Life. 

 Paulsen, Gary Six Kids and a Stuffed Cat.  

 Philbin, Joanna The Daughters.   

 Ramee, Lisa Moore A Good Kind of Trouble. 

 Rosenbloom, Fiona You Are SO Not Invited to My Bat Mitzvah!  

J Sachar, Louis Holes.  

 Schmidt, Gary D. The Wednesday Wars.  

 Schmitt, Adam P. Speechless. 

 Sonnenblick, Jordan Drums, Girls, & Dangerous Pie.  

 Springstubb, Tricia Every Single Second. 

 Trueman, Terry Stuck in Neutral.  

 Van Draanen, Wendelin Flipped.  

 Wientge, Kristi Honeybees and Frenemies. 

 

Science Fiction 
 

 Anderson, John David Insert Coin to Continue. 

 Black, Peter Jay Urban Outlaws.  

 Card, Orson Scott Ender's Game.  

 Clements, Andrew Things Not Seen.  

 Dashner, James The Maze Runner. 

 Dauber, Jeremy Asher Mayhem and Madness: Chronicles of a Teenaged  

    Supervillain. 

 Emerson, Kevin Last Day on Mars. 

 Falls, Kat Dark Life.  

J Hernandez, Carlos Alberto Sal and Gabi Break the Universe. 

 Klass, David Stuck on Earth. 

 Landon, Kristen The Limit. 

 Lowry, Lois Gathering Blue.  

 Lyga, Barry The Secret Sea. 

 McDougall, Sophia Mars Evacuees. 

 Nelson, O.T. The Girl Who Owned a City.  

J Ormsbee, K.E. Midnight on Strange Street. 

 Pratchett, Terry Only You Can Save Mankind.  

 Reeve, Philip Mortal Engines: A Novel.   

J Sachar, Louis Fuzzy Mud. 

 Smith, Alexander Gordon Lockdown: Escape from Furnace.  

J Sylvester, Kevin Minrs. 

 Zahn, Timothy Dragon and Thief: A Dragonback Adventure.  

 

 

Short Stories 
 

 De Quidt, Jeremy The Wrong Train. 

 Delacre, Lulu Us, in Progress: Short Stories About Young Latinos. 

 Ellis, Deborah Sit. 

 Fleming, Candace On the Day I Died. 

 Gaiman, Neil Unnatural Creatures: Stories.  

 Lubar, David In the Land of the Lawn Weenies and Other  

    Warped and Creepy Tales.  



 Paolini, Christopher The Fork, the Witch, and the Worm. 

 Poe, Edgar Allan The Pit and the Pendulum: And Other Stories. 

  This Family Is Driving Me Crazy: Ten Stories About  

    Surviving Your Family. 

 Reynolds, Jason Look Both Ways: A Tale Told in Ten Blocks. 

J Riordan, Rick 9 from the Nine Worlds. 

 

Spies & Intrigue 

  

 Barnes, Jennifer The Squad: Perfect Cover.  

 Carter, Ally I’d Tell You I Love You, but Then I’d Have to Kill  

        You. 

 Gibbs, Stuart Spy School. 

 Hale, Bruce Playing with Fire. 

 Heath, Jack The Lab.  

 Higgins, Jack Sure Fire. 

 Higson, Charles Silverfin:  A James Bond Adventure.  

 Horowitz, Anthony Stormbreaker. 

J SERIES SPY Lerangis, Peter The Code.  

J McGee, Ron Ryan Quinn and the Rebel’s Escape. 

 McNab, Andy Traitor. 

 Ponti, James City Spies. 

J Walden, Mark H.I.V.E.: The Higher Institute of Villainous  

        Education. 

 

Sports 

 

 Alexander, Kwame Crossover. 

J Asher, Diana Harmon Sidetracked. 

 Cochrane, Mick The Girl Who Threw Butterflies.  

 Crutcher, Chris Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes. 

 Feinstein, John The Walk On. 

J Green, Tim Baseball Great.  

J Guys Read The Sports Pages. 

 Heldring, Thatcher The League. 

JY GRAPHIC NOVEL Jamieson, Victoria Roller Girl. 

J Korman, Gordon Pop.  

 Lupica, Mike Travel Team.  

 Mack, W.C. Athlete vs. Mathlete. 

 Mancusi, Mari Golden Girl. 

 Northrop, Michael Plunked.  

 Reynolds, Jason Ghost. 

J Wallace, Rich Curveball. 
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